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MICKELBERG CASE, MINISTER FOR HEALTH 

1084. Ms SUE WALKER to the Attorney General: 
I refer to Peter Mickelberg’s statement, referred to on Channel 7 last night, that he would never forget his plea 
for help to the officer in charge of the Belmont criminal investigation branch, now the Minister for Health, Bob 
Kucera.  In particular, Peter Mickelberg said that he told Bob Kucera that the investigating officers were 
punching him and that he was being mistreated.  Peter Mickelberg said that he asked him to help; that Mr Kucera 
said he could not help him, and left; and that that was the only contact they had. 

(1) Is the Attorney General aware that this is consistent with the evidence given by Peter Mickelberg in the 
1998 appeal at page 102, which states, “Peter told Kucera that he had been hit and Kucera said, ‘It’s got 
nothing to do with me’ and ‘I can’t help you at all.’”? 

(2) Is the Attorney General also aware of the evidence of the Minister for Health at page 102 of that 
judgment, which states, “. . . in particular he made no complaint about having been made to strip and 
made no complaint about any other assault”? 

(3) In the light of Mr Lewandowski’s perjury confession on the subject of the bashing, admitting that it did 
take place, and the consistent evidence of Peter Mickelberg on this issue, will the Attorney General now 
refer this discrepancy in the Minister for Health’s sworn evidence to the Royal Commission Into 
Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers? 

Mr McGINTY replied: 
(1)-(3) I read the transcript of the evidence only this week for the first time.  In 1983 Peter Mickelberg made 

the statement, after his interrogation by Mr Hancock and Mr Lewandowski, that he made no confession 
and that he was stripped naked and assaulted.  He said that after that he was introduced to a person 
known as Kucera.  He said that he complained about the assault and gave evidence in 1983 along the 
lines that the member has indicated.  That has been the consistent view and testimony of Peter 
Mickelberg ever since.  He repeated it again yesterday. 

Mr Kucera gave evidence for the first time in this matter some 16 years later in 1998, when he gave 
evidence that his recollection was that no such statements were made by Peter Mickelberg.  As I said 
yesterday to the Parliament, Peter Mickelberg is saying one thing and then Detective Sergeant Kucera is 
saying something different.  It is not unusual for people to have a different recollection, whether it be 
from looking at a car accident or something else that occurred.  That is particularly the case when 
people think back over a number of years.  Peter Mickelberg has consistently said what he said 
yesterday.  There was nothing new in that allegation. 

I have no reason to suspect that Peter Mickelberg is not recounting the story as he honestly believes it to 
be.  I have no reason, and certainly no reason provided by Mr Lewandowski, to suspect for one minute 
that Mr Kucera was in any sense not telling the truth.  As I said in answer to the Leader of the 
Opposition a moment ago, it is quite clear, unlike suggestions that have been made, that Mr Kucera was 
not there.  He was not present in the room or anywhere near the room when the alleged beatings took 
place.  Some people have been suggesting that Mr Kucera was present when the beatings took place.  
That is a fabrication.  A lot of fabrications have been made about the whole Mickelberg matter over the 
years, but any suggestion that Mr Kucera has first-hand knowledge of the alleged assault is completely 
fabricated and untrue.  That needs to be said very clearly for the record. 

Mr Mickelberg has consistently said that he raised the question of the assault with Mr Kucera when 
they were in a different room and after the interrogation by Mr Hancock and Mr Lewandowski.  Mr 
Kucera has said that is not his recollection of what took place on that occasion.  I repeat what I said a 
moment ago: Mr Mickelberg said on the radio this morning that only three people in the world knew 
what took place at Belmont.  They were Mr Mickelberg; Mr Don Hancock, who is dead; and Mr 
Lewandowski.  Only two can throw any light on the incident.  There is no suggestion that any further 
light can be thrown on the matter by the now Minister for Health. 

 


